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The Communist Party of Britain is contesting 14 seats 
under the slogan “Vote communist on 4 July”. Surely, Com-
munists should deserve a vote against Starmer’s Labour? Not 
so fast…. The CP’s line is “vote Communist wherever you 
can” and vote Labour virtually everywhere else, with their 
overall line favouring a Labour government.

Voting for Starmer’s Labour is completely against the inter-
ests of the working class. As we have explained (see our arti-
cle “To hell with Sunak and Starmer! Vote working class!”, 
Workers Hammer no 253), Starmer has made clear that his 
government will serve the rich and powerful, support Israel’s 
genocide against the Palestinians and attack public services 
and trade unions. The CP’s call to vote for Labour amounts 
to supporting just that and is a total betrayal of the interests 
of the working class. To justify this with the argument that 
Labour is the historic party of the working class is a complete 
capitulation (see our polemic with the CPGB on this question, 
“Debating with Labourites”, 27 May 2024).

If the CP wants a Labour government, why bother running 
candidates? The CP has been doing this for decades: they run 
a few symbolic candidates while supporting a Labour govern-
ment. This enables them to maintain a “left” facade of oppo-
sition to Labour among some of their members while at the 
same time doing no damage at all to Labour and staying in 
the good graces of the trade union bureaucrats, who all sup-
port Starmer. 

In the recent local elections, the CP also ran candidates, 
with glossy leaflets calling to vote Communist — “the party 
the rich can’t buy”. Then, a day before the vote, Robert Grif-
fiths, general secretary of the party, penned an editorial in the 
Morning Star titled: “The overwhelming defeat of the Tories 
must be our top priority at the local elections” (1 May). In 
other words, we might run candidates, but we don’t want them 
to do well or else it will hurt Labour. Turns out the CP can be 
bought pretty easily.... 

So, should socialist opponents of Starmer’s Labour vote for 
the CP on 4 July? Given all the above, our initial impulse was 
to say “no”. However, some CP members are convinced these 

candidacies represent real opposition to Starmer’s Labour. 
Ok. We are ready to give them the benefit of the doubt. We 
are putting the following challenge to the CP and Morning 
Star: 
If the Morning Star unambiguously calls on working peo-
ple to vote for their candidates against the Labour Party, the 
Spartacist League will be happy to call for a vote for them. If, 
on the other hand, the Morning Star maintains that the “top 
priority” is to vote Labour (or strikes back on the eve of poll-
ing day with a similar editorial as during the local election), 
then no one should bother supporting a completely symbolic 
campaign designed to deceive people.

The Spartacist League rejects any vote for Labour and 
calls to vote for the Workers Party, the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition, pro-socialist independents and…maybe 
the CP. We will eagerly monitor the Morning Star.

— 1 July
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The Tory gang of grubby 
careerists who have wrecked the 
country for 14 years are finally 
on their way out. The problem 
is, however, that they are about 
to be replaced by another gang 
of grubby careerists: Sir Keir 
Starmer’s Labour Party.

Starmer’s slogan is “change”. 
What a pathetic joke. There is 
basically no difference between 
Rishi Sunak and Keir Starmer. 
Just like the Tories, Starmer 
has made clear that a Labour 
government will be a govern-
ment for the rich, big business 
and the City of London, serv-
ing those very parasites who 
have driven the country into the 
ground. And just like Sunak, 
Starmer has made clear that 
he will unconditionally back 
the US and its wars — from 
increasing contributions for 
NATO to supporting Israel’s 
genocide against the Palestinians. 

Starmer has spent the last three years 
purging the Labour Party of anyone sup-
porting workers, Palestine and socialism 
while abandoning every single promise 
he made to win the party leadership. In 
power, the clique of Starm-troopers, these 
technocrats without any vision, will prove 
utterly incapable of solving any of Britain’s 
problems. Their only way to shore up the 
economy will be to further grind down 
public services and living standards, which 
will pave the way for the far right. “Vote 
Labour to get the Tories out” is the most 
cynical phrase of the year. In this election, 
they stand for the same damn thing.

No vote for Labour!
Starmer has drawn a clear line against 

the working class. So, the working class 
must respond: no support for Starmer’s 
Labour! As for left-wing Labour candi-
dates like Zarah Sultana, John McDonnell 
and Diane Abbott, while they can speak 
for “peace” and “socialism”, they are cam-
paigning for a Starmer government. Unless 
they openly stand against him, no vote for 

pro-Starmer Labour “lefts”, too!
What is needed is to build a work-

ing-class opposition to Starmer’s Labour. 
To advance this aim, we call to support 
the Workers Party, the Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) and independ-
ent candidates so long as they stand on a 
pro- working-class platform (that is, not 
the Greens). Where none of these options 
is available, we believe spoiling your bal-
lot is the “lesser evil”. Voting Labour as a 
last resort means helping Starmer get into 
office.

Despite our criticisms of each of these 
options (see the articles in this issue), the 
stronger the success of a working-class 
opposition to Starmer, the better it will 
be for organising the fightback against 
a Labour government. This goes for 
everything from defending public services 
and trade unions to advancing the fight for 
Palestinian liberation.

The left’s failure and our task
It is evident, however, that the left oppo-

sition to Labour is weak and divided and 
has not yet succeeded in establishing itself 

as a factor in this election. Instead, Nigel 
Farage is filling the vacuum, posing as the 
main opponent of the political establish-
ment and channelling anger at the status 
quo into anti-immigrant bigotry.

The reason for this is that no one in 
the socialist left wants to organise a solid 
struggle against the ruling class and its 
politicians. Instead of fighting for what 
workers actually need, most so-called 
socialists, like all the trade union leaders, 
will support Starmer’s Labour because it is 
supposedly a “lesser evil” than the Tories. 
Starmer has made clear that all he has to 
offer is more of the same. For socialists to 
support him will only make them complicit 
in the next government’s attacks.

On the other side are those socialists who 
oppose Starmer’s Labour. That’s a start, 
which is why we must support them. Yet 
there, too, no one approaches this election 
with a real plan to battle the ruling class. 
Independent candidates like Corbyn do 
their own little campaigns in their own lit-
tle constituencies, trying to be popular in 
their own liberal bubbles. Then you have 
TUSC, who are trying to be popular among 

the trade union bureaucrats and 
left-wing Labour voters and so 
won’t say anything too radical. 
Finally, there is Galloway’s 
Workers Party, which is trying 
to be popular over Palestine 
while at the same time pushing 
British patriotism and social 
conservatism, which can only 
divide the working class. 

Rather than advancing a real 
socialist strategy that can unite 
all of the working people in a 
struggle to fix broken Britain, 
everyone is appealing to this 
or that sector of the population. 
This is why the left opposition 
to Starmer is so divided and 
disorganised. 

Look at how no left option 
raises opposition to the mon-
archy in their campaign. If you 
really want to shake things up 
in Britain and clear the way for 
progress, start with the fact that 

the head of state is a medieval institution! 
The silence on this issue demonstrates the 
absence of any perspective to challenge 
who is running this country.

What should be done? As a starting 
point, fight as hard as possible for the 
success of those working-class candidates 
who stand against Labour. Despite all their 
problems, a strong working-class voice 
against Starmer’s Labour can only help the 
struggle against the coming government. 
At the same time, the anti-Starmer left 
must get its act together around a strategy 
that can unite workers and beat the rul-
ing class. This is the only way to prepare 
for battle against Starmer and undercut 
Farage’s growing appeal. 

The programme socialists should put 
forward in this election is one promising 
such a fight. We advocate the following:

Workers must run the country!
– Free Palestine! 
– Expropriate the banks!
– Down with NATO!
– Citizenship rights for immigrants!
– Down with the monarchy! n
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To hell with Sunak and Starmer!

Vote working class! Vote working class! 

Vote Communist Party?
Not so fast...

we have a condition

Letter to the Weekly Worker
“Debating with Labourites”
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